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Wythe County steps up school 
zone speed enforcement 

WYTHE COUNTY, Va. – Recent speed studies show drivers racing through Wythe 
County school zones endanger student safety, other drivers and school buses. The 
Wythe County Board of Supervisors has adopted an ordinance authorized by state code 
to ensure the safety of student pedestrians, school transportation and other motorists. 

Starting this spring, the Wythe County Sheriff’s Office and stationary speed 
enforcement cameras will step up speed limit enforcement in school zones and road 
work zones. Drivers caught on camera speeding through school zones will be issued civil 
penalties of $100. 

The 5-day speed studies in January showed 28,500 motorists traveled through county 
school zones and that 19.9% (5,681 drivers) were exceeding the speed by at least 11 
miles per hour. 

Virginia State Code 46.2-882.1 authorizes the use of the stationary cameras in school 
zones and highway construction zones. Speed camera enforcement areas will be marked 
clearly with new highway signs. 

“These school zones on Routes 11, 52 and 21 are already marked with flashing lights, 
speed limit signs, school zone markings on the roadways and school directional signs,” 
said Charles Foster, Wythe County’s Sheriff. “Even with all those safety measures, every 
fifth driver is endangering themselves and others with excessive speed in school zones.” 

“Our intent is to actively deter unsafe driving through school zones so we can protect 
student lives,” said Foster. “We can’t have a deputy there all the time, but the speed 
enforcement cameras will be a constant deterrent.” 

Both the stationary speed enforcement cameras and new handheld speed 
enforcement units for Wythe Sheriff’s Office use LIDAR, a laser measurement 
technology which produces the most accurate, reliable and irrefutable evidence of 
speeding.  

Both the stationary cameras and mobile units will capture a photo of the speeding 
violation. After certification by an officer, a citation will be mailed by mail. The deputy 



still has the authority to conduct a traffic stop and issue a uniform citation. When the 
camera captures a violation, the citation is mailed to the vehicle’s registered owner. 

Violations issued via this technology are civil violations and points will not be 
accessed to the driver, nor will it be reported to the driver’s insurance.  

If a vehicle traveling 20 miles per hour or less hits a pedestrian, the pedestrian 
survival rate is 95 percent. At 30 mph, survival decreases to 55 percent, and at 40 mph, 
the pedestrian survival rate is ONLY 15 percent. 

“It is imperative that we take these measures to ensure and protect the safety of 
Wythe County’s children, teachers, parents and school staff,” said Foster. “Slower 
speeds mean fewer serious injuries and deaths.” 
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